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Chai rman’ s Col um

onf erences ar e encour agi ng: you neet col | eagues, you advance your under st andi ng
of issues or appreci at e newdi nensi ons, and you of ten ret urn ent hused t o pursue new
goal s. The nost recent Gonmonweal th Forestry Gonference in Frenantl e, VWstern
Australiawas no exception. | ndeed the GFAhad a good profil e and we recruited 45
newnenbers. Thisisdueinnosnall part toall the behindthe scenes work of nmany
peopl e, including particul arly Bob Newran, Regi onal M ce-Chai rnan (Asia andthe
Paci fic). But howdoes such a conf erence advance t he rol e of the GFA? Wiat are our
pricrities?
I wouldliketousethis colunmtosharewthyouthreepriorities.

[

To i ncrease our nenber shi p i n bot h devel opi ng and devel oped countri es.

To i ncrease the benefi ts nenfers recei ve fromt he Associ ati on.

3 Tobetruly pan- Cormonweal th with nenbers, and i deal |y national branches, in
al nost every country.

N

I nake no apol ogy for focusi ng on nenbership, for init |iesthe Association s great
strength. Vié are an unrival | ed network of professional s and ot hers concerned wi th
thewel | -being of theworl d' s forests and al | who benefit fromthem Through support
and assi stance it i s one way we as foresters can hel p neet theinperative of our tine
—the alleviationof poverty. Hwever, seekingto expand nenber ship, as we nust,
brings adil erma. The dues that nany i n devel opi ng countries can afford si nply do
not cover the cost of the services the Associ ation provi des, such as our excel | ent
International Forestry Reviewand CFANewsl etter. Inrecent years we have been
hel ped wi t h gener ous support fromthe Cormonweal th Foundation, but thisisn't a
| ong-termsol ution. But perhaps the contrast of rich and poor suggests an answer.
Shoul d t hose of us who can afford aful | nentoer shi p subscriptionstart to viewa snal |
part of what we pay as away of hel ping those inwhat islabeledtheThirdVérld ?
Itisatruisticthinking, but wvearearegisteredcharity andfor ne, | see ny i nval venent
wththe GFAas one way of supportingfellowprofessional sintropical countries. The
nagni fi cent response of |ife neners tothe changes inrecent years affirns that agreat
nany of us see our nenbership of the GFApartly inthislight.

So back to ny nani festo - a poor netaphor but | witethis duringthe British
general el ectionof 2001 - what can actual | y be done? There are nany things and | hope
inthe conmng nont hs you wi || see devel opnents with all of the above and nore.
Utinatelythisisyour Association, it hasauniquepl aceinwvorldforestrytobringgood
and benefit nany i n sustai nabl e use of theworld’'s forest and tree resources. As
chairmanny jobistoserve, andny aimis for every nenber tofeel that the CFAis
one of the nost worthwhil e organi sations to bel ong to.

Let ne concl ude by thanki ng Jag Miini for all his hard work for the GFAover the
last four years and t o wel coming Mf a Chi peta as t he i nconming vi ce-chai rnan. Thank
youa | for your continui ng support!

fromJULI AN EVANS,
Chai rman, CFA
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Commonweal t h Forestry Conf erence

Fremant| e, Véstern Australia, 18-25 April 2001

Coning to CFC

flags

Message fromt he Secr et ar y- Gener al

Gommonweal t h Secr et ary- General Don McKi nnon, in a nes-
sage to t he 16" Gonmonweal t h Forest ry Gonf erence, not ed t hat
because of its broadinternational representation, the Gormon-
vealthwas inavery good positiontodeal wthinternati onal
forestry i ssues on a consensual basis. He expressed confi dence
that the Gormonweal thw Il continuetoplay akeyroleinthis
area, particularlyinassisting devel opi ng neners to work out
and adopt ef fective strategi es for the sustai nabl e nanagenent
of their forestry resources.

flags

Gormonveal t h of Nati ons Forestry Gonf erence

Qrver 400 del egat es, i ncl udi ng 80
student s fromAustral i an Lhi ver-
sities, attendedthis 16" Gonmon-
veal th Forestry Qonf erence —the
first vasin1920. Participants vwere
from27 countries, 21 Common-
wealth, with foresters coning
from Ghana, Uganda, U K.,
CGanada, India, i Lanka, Ml ay-
sia, New Zeal and, Vanuatu and
Quana as vel | as Australia This
sessionvas hel djointlywththe 19" B ennial Gonference of the
Institute of Foresters of Austraia

The GG whi ch t akes pl ace every four yearsinadifferent
Gmmonvweal th country, was | ast heldin Australiain 1957, so
the neeti ng was very nuch | ooked forward to. The t hene was
“Forests i nachangi ng | andscape” and attracted nany i nt erest -
i ng paper s on such natters as Forest nanagenent i nthe I ndi an
sub-continent, theinpact of the expansi on of plantationsin
Australia, politica wll andthenational forest estate andfrane-
vorks for cooperationinglobal | andscapes.

The Governor of Véstern Australia, HE Lieutenant General
John Sanderson A C, opened t he conference at Frenantl e
Town Hal |, after wel com ng speeches fromWal |y Cox
(Qganising Gmittee), David B lls (Sandi ng Committee on
GCommonweal th Forestry) and Heat her Gronpton (1 FA). Dr
S ephen Bass of |1 EDfromthe WK received the topinterna-
tional avardfor forestry —the GFAQueen's Anard for Forestry,
vhi ch was present ed on behal f of Her My esty by t he Gover nor .

S ephen Mdgl ey of CSIRQ Australia, Frank MK nnel |, for-
nerly of CALM Veéstern Australia; Af Leslie, NewZeal and;
@l in Sabota of the British Forestry Gonmissi on and Gabri el
Sanol of Papua NewGuinea, al | recei ved GFAregi onal awar ds
for excel l ence presented by HE M Ji nmy Aggrey-Q |l eans, the
President of GFA

Hol di ng t he conf er ence conbi ni ng t he Commonweal th i n-
ternational participationwththe nati onal participation of

2

The openi ng

nener s of the Institute of For-
esters of Australiaworked very
vel | and the benefit gai ned by
bothinternational attendees
andthe Australianswll beim
nense. Anot her highlight of the
conf erence was t he presence of
so nany forestry students from
Australian universities, which
was nmade possi bl e by very
substantial donations from25
i ndustry and naj or tree grower organi zati ons.

The conf erence recomendat i ons are sunmarized in
“Around the Wrl d” bel owon page 8.

The next Commonweal th Forestry Gonference will be hel d
inSi Lankain 2005.

from BOB NEWVAN,
FA Regi onal M ce- Chai rnan, (Asia and the Pacific)

CFCarrives

Commonweal t h Foundat i on Fel | onshi p
Mar ch 2002

Each year 12 peopl e are chosento participateinathree
week programe desi gned to enabl e Fel l ows to | earn
about t he Cormonweal th. They are expect ed t o pronot e
the Gormonweal th after they return hone. The partici-
pants al so carry out aresear ch study whi ch addresses a
speci ficsuyect of interest.

hacountry rotati onbasis nomnees areinvitedthis
tine fromGommonweal th countries i ncl udi ng countri es
inArica(not Ngeriaor Kenya), Bangl adesh, Ml aysi a,
Quyana and Gari bbean | sl ands -Donini ca, & Luci a and
others, Pacific Islands including PNg Sanba, Sol onon
I sl ands and Vanuat u and fromCanada, Gyprus, NZ and
WK (RuUl'l Tistincludes 40 countries)

Appl i cati ons may be nade through CFAwhichis a
Nomi nat i ng agency.

Requi renents: - a Q/of 1000 words, 2l etters of rec-
ommendat i on, a 500 wor d st at enent “why you wi sh to be
consi dered for the Fel | owshi p” and a resear ch proposal .

The Noninat i ng agency nay sel ect upto 3 suitabl e
candi dat es for subnissiontothe Foundation, at | east one
of whomnust be awonan. Qiteria support sel ection of
peopl e fromt he Commonweal t h who have a strong i n-
terest inand coomtnent tointernational i smand prono-
tion of the Gormonweal th and who ar e out standi ng i n-
dividuals, wthinterests beyondtheir omn specialty, wth
good i nterpersonal skills, aged 30-50years andwllingto

nake opti mnumuse of the opportunity. For details: from
CFA or see ww. commonweal t hf oundat i on. com

P ease apply to Ms Mchel | e Brooks, Secretary CFA
by Sept enber 2001.

I n Menori am

V¢ regret to announce t he deat hs of Neil Ml col mand
Ben Woysey, WK

CFA i n PNG

Aneeting was hel d on 15 January i n Port Mreshy, Papua
New QUi nea, on the occasion of avisit by Bob Newnan,

Regi onal M ce-Chai rnan (Asi aand the Pacific), bringing
together 10 participants. The G0 | FAneeting, the GFA
Smal | |sl ands wor kshop and t he possi bi | ity of support

funds, were di scussed. The i nportance of CFA awards
was al so consi dered - The Queen’ s Anard for Forestry
and Regi onal Anards. The |l atter ai ned to recogni se
i ndi vidual s — private or governnent - who have nade a
contributionto Forest Minagenent, Research and Devel -
oprent, Sawm | |ing, who were community orientat ed,

| eaders, innovators. It was proposedtoinvite
Prof Peter Kanowski, visiting PNG toajoint neeting
between PNGInstitute of foresters and G-A PNGBranch
and t o speak on Forest Policy. Martin Gl nan t hanked
Bob Newnman and AdamBeaunont for com ng and for
their support tothe branch.

Forest Scenes
The Balga grasstree (Xanthorrhoea spp.)

Balga Gass Tree—firehistory

Thi s speci es provi des atine capsul e
of pest fireregnes. Inreconstructing
thefirehistory of the Jarrahforest of
Véstern Australia, abroadscal e sur-
vey reveal edthat theseforests burned
every 3-4 years bef ore Eur opean
settlenent. Ater 1850t he frequency
steadily reduced fol | owng the first
Bushfire Act of 1847 and sever e de-
clinein Nyungar Aborigi ne popul a-
tias.

fromposter by
RI CK SNEEUW AGT

and DAVI D WARD

(Black rings in the diagramre
indcatefirerings. Bl gagrasstrees
nay | ive up to 300 years, thereby
provi ding the record for the survey.

(E))

Bal ga Gass Treein forest
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Caut i ous (ot i m smon Reduced | npact Loggi ng

Reduced i npact 1 ogging (R L) is viewed by nany as one way
to cone cl oser to achi evi ng t he conmon goal of better forest
managenent . Whfortunatel y, introduci ng RLinto commercial
tinber operations has provedto be difficult and conpl ex. The
adoptionof RL practicesis constrai ned by | ack of awar eness,
a shortage of wel | -trained forest workers and nanagers, and
uncertai nty regarding the costs and benefits of RL

The Asi a- Paci fi ¢ Forestry Gommi ssi on (APFQ, FAOand ni ne
ot her organi zati ons convened an I nternati onal Gonf erence on
Application of Reduced | npact Loggi ng t o Advance Qust ai nabl e
Forest Managenent, Kuching, M aysia, February 26 to March
3, 2001. This was attended by 260 parti ci pants, from36 coun-
tries, hal f of whomwere peopl e actively invol vedinthe | oggi ng
busi ness.

The conf erence i ncl uded sessi ons f ocusi ng on key t echnol o-
gies, training, econonics, saf ety and occupati onal heal th, prac-
tical experiences, policyinstrunents and research.

I'n the recomrendati ons: - governments were asked to
st rengt hen noni t ori ng and enf or cenent of harvesting regul a-
tions and t o devel op i ndust ry operati ng st andards and conpe-
tency criteria. Forest industries were urgedto denonstrate
conmt nent to good forest nanagenent, enhance skills and
capabi lities of enpl oyees, and devel op paynent and i ncentive
systens for forest workers that pronote and reward qual ity
performance. International organi zations were requested to
support hunan resour ce devel opnent and transfer of appro-
priate technol ogy, infornation and experi ences. Researchers
wer e asked t o devel op st andar di zed net hods f or assessi ng

costs and benefits, andto do practical applied research that
supports the adoption of RL. Report fromAPFC-http://
v, apf cweb. or g

fromPATRI CK DURST, FAQ Bangkok

RIL in Africa

More than 50 African | oggi ng experts nmet i n Yaounde,
Ganeroon i n My to di scuss ways of i nprovi ng | oggi ng practi ce
inArica shumdtropical forests. The workshop, co-sponsored
by TUON the International Tropical Tinber O ganization
(ITTO, the US State Departnent and t he Conf erence on
Humi d Dense Forest Ecosystens in Central Africa (CBFCHAQ,
brought toget her forest concessionaires, environnental non-
gover nnent al or gani zati ons and national and i nternati onal
forestry agenci es t o pronot e t he sust ai nabl e nanagenent of
forest ecosystens t hrough reduced i npact | oggi ng.

froml TTO

Lhasyl va gol den (D

FAO has rel eased a CD- ROMwhi ch contai ns the entire
Unasyl vacd | ectionfrom1947to2000infull text wthall accom
panyi ng i nages.

Systemrequi renents are: Wndows 95/ 98/ NI, Penti umpc,
16MB Ram CDdri ve.
http://ww fao. or g/ forest ry/ FCDA UNASYLVA unasyl - e. stm

Associ ati on News

AGM 2001

The joint neeting of the Governi ng Gouncil and t he 79"
Annual General Meeting of the Commonweal th Forestry
Associationwvas heldinFenantle, Australiaon 19" April
2001. The neeting was chai red by the Presi dent of GFA
HE M J. Aggrey-Qleans and attended by nenbers from
many Commonweal t h Coun-
tries

The chai rnan of GFA M Jag
Mai ni, presented the Annual
Report. The Presi dent t hanked
himfor al histineand conmt-
nent that he had gi vento GFA
M C Lat hampresent ed t he ac-
counts. He particul arly t hanked
Prof essor Julian Evans for his
canpai gn t o encourage Life
Menbers t o agree to suppl e-
nment ary subscri ptions and
t hanked t hemfor thei r generous support.

Publ i cati on of the (FA Handbook, whi ch had been pre-
pared by M Peter Vdod and Ms Prati ma Mchel l e, and
of TheVarld' s Forests, Ro+8 wtheditoria work by M
Ma Soderl and (LN F) and Alan Pottinger (Editor | FF),
was announced. Both were printed by Wite-arm India

CFA avar ds, whi ch were presented at GFC are cov-
ered on pages 4-5 above.
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Jul i an Bvans, Ji my Aggrey- Q| eans, Jag Mi ni

The AQMlel ected the fol | ow ng of ficers: President —
HE M J. Aggrey-Qleans; Chai rnan — Professor J. Bvans;
Vice-chairman — M M Chi peta; Hon. Treasurer —
M C Latham Reporting accountant — M S non Brown.
D V.K Bahuguna (India), M P are Lal (India) and M
Martin Gl nan (Papua New Qui nea) were el ected tothe
Gover ni ng Gounci | .

Aproposal that affiliate
nenber ship with ordi nary
fee of £15 and devel opi ng
coutry fee of £4, wthentitle
nment to receive Conmon-
weal th Forestry News, was
consi dered a good i dea. A
proposal by the International
Forestry S udents Associ ati on,
for col | aborationw th GFA
was warnmy supported. Or G
Vet man, UBC Canada, put
forward a proposal concerni ng
continuing educationinforestry throughthe GFA

The next AGVIwi || be hel d in May 2002 i n the LK

Maf a Chi pet a

Sone speci al event s

Local Aboriginal peopl e, whose ancestors werethefirst inhabitants of Australia,
didus the honour of sharinginsightsintotheir culture, dances, their use of the
forest and crafts —at the openi ng, at the Turmbul gumdi nner eveni ng and at
Mandari ng Vi r.

Qui de

At the Tunbul gumFar mdi nner, Chris Lat hamand M chel | e Br ooks conbi ned
togivea(FAtieand scarf toguests of honour, the Federal Mnister responsibl e
for forestry, M WI son Tuckey and Ms Tuckey, after the Mni ster had gi ven a

l'ively speechwthforceful expressionsinfavour of conmercial forestry.
M's M chel | e Brooks and

M WI son Tuckey

The cl osi ng sessi on of GFCwas chaired by Dr Kneku Afriyie, Mnister of Lands, Forestry and M nes, Ghana. He
i ntroduced t he cl osi ng addr ess nade by M Ki mChance, Mnister for Agriculture, Forestry and H sheries of South
Australia, who dwelt onthe deci si on by t he newgover nnent of the Sateto constrainthe coomercia use of oldgrowth
forest for tinber i nfavour of environnental benefits, theinplications for | ocal econonies and t he adj ust nent s t hat
woul d be needed. Inpresentingthe Mnister wtha CGFAtie and scarf Bob Newran war nhy expressed concer n about
t he neasur es.

n the post conference tour, tree pl anting to conmeno-
rate the gat heri ng of Cormonweal th foresters fromal |
the conti nents was done and t he Commonweal t h For -
estry Gonf erence chai r was presented to Mwnjinup Ti m
ber Park.

Caribbeantree pl anters

Kei th Li ddel owy Chris Haynes, David Bl ls

Lat er we wer e wal ki ng hi gh anong t he crowns of the
Karrisinthe Vall ey of the Gants onthe Tree Top Vdl k -
atriunph of engineering, allow ng ol dand young, abl e
and di sabledtoreachintothis environnent, yet with

mini numvi sual and physi cal i ntrusion. Tree top val k.



Queen’ s Avard For Forestry 2001

Resentati on

The awar d was presented on behal f of Her Myj esty by the
governor of Véstern Australia, HE Lieutenant General John
Sanderson AC wththefollowngcitation:

“Sephen Bass is Deputy Drector of thelnternationa Institute
for Environment and Devel oprent. He hol ds degr ees and
professional qualificationsinAgriculture, Forestry and Land-
scape Design and i s worki ng wi t h out st andi ng success ininter-
national forestry. He has played anincreasingly i nportant
international roleinbuildnglinkages betweenforests at the
conmunal |evel andtheinternational initiativestowhichindi-
vi dual nations have si gned up; he has pl ayed an equal | y i npor -
tant part inhelpingforestry and foresterstodeal wththe
lateral pressures onforeststhat arisefromother sectors com
peting for | and and natural products. |n particul ar he has
played aleading rol einthe devel opnent of certificationandin
the assessnent of itsinpacts on peopl e and forests. He has
pl ayed a very i nportant rol e i n encouragi ng sout h-sout h | i nks
bet ween Conmonweal t h and non- Conmonweal t h countri es;
as vel | as naintaining abroadinfluenceintheinternationa
arena; hew ! continuetocontributeto policy devel opnent and
hunan r esour ce devel oprent, particul arly i n devel opi ng coun-
tries. Heisaworthy wnner of the year 2001 Queen’ s Anard
for Forestry.”

St ephen Bass and HE Lt. Gen. John Sander son

Stephen Bass Accepts Queen’s Award

I amhonoured t o accept the Queen's Anard for Forestry. But
if | have contributed anything, it has beenby learningwth
nany forestry friends, aswell as—crucially —|eadersinother
fidss

Peoplenatter: SO nust start by thanking Philip Sevart of
the Ocford Forestry Institute, who asked why foresters nake
detailedtreeinventories and stand nodel s, but rarely evenli st
the peopl e who val ue those trees. Later, Ai Ghar and Tariq
Husai n host ed ne i n Paki stan’ s nort hern mount ai n conmuni -
ties, hel ping ne go beyond ‘ peopl e i nventories , toassist forest
nanagenent by peopl e.

Policy natters: |f people natter as nuch as trees, then par-
ticipatory policy processes nust be asinportant as silvicutural
processes. | have relished worki ng w th ny col | eague Janes
Miyers and | | ED s col | aborat ors i n nany devel opi ng countri es,
to observe —and sonetines tofacilitate—* policy that works’.
¢ now have many stories of engagenent in policy — by snal |
farner associ ations, by communi ty groups, and enl i ght ened
conpani es — provi ng that ordi nary peopl e can change pol i cy for
thebetter.

And howi nportant are those bol d forest officers|’ve
vorkedwth (inplaces as different as South Africa, H nachal
Pradesh and G enada) who ar e breaki ng down the wal | s of the
old‘fortress forestry’ authorities. They knowthat, as The
Econonist |i kes to say, the only true conparati ve advant age | eft
i s know edge of your stakehal ders.

Innovationnatters: But palicystill has abad nane. The ‘ sus-
tai nabl e devel opnent’ initiatives of the‘90s brought about a
curious policy inflation. (Youcan hardly begi nto nanage a
forest these days w thout junpingthroughall kinds of policy
and | egal hoops.) Sustai nabl e devel opnent has becone ni si n-
terpreted, either as about what you cannot do, or as a conpre-
hensi ve, paral ysinglist of what you nust do — and nobody i s
interestedinthewholelist. | have | earned nuch fromcaol -
| eagues i n t he ener gy busi ness, who get to grips wth sustai n-
abl e devel opnent as anewfieldof ‘can-do’ conditions nurturing

i nnovati on and i nvest nent. Put these conditions central to
busi ness pl anni ng, they say, try sonething snal | and si gni fi cant
that peoplereal ly vant: celebrateit whereit works, andthen
nove on to nore ani tious terrain. It can cause pai n, but one
thorn of experienceisworthawhol e forest of policy words.

Knowt edge of context natters: Today' s experience, however,
canall tooquickly becone tonorrow s irrel evance. It i s achang-
ing | andscape. V¢ nust | earn to keep a nuch keener eye on the
changi ng opportunities andthreats for forestry. Duncan Poore
stressedthistonetwenty years ago, andit renai ns key t oday.
If we don’'t engage with the broader changes, we nay keep on
dreaming up forestry sol utions to probl ens that are actual |y
caused out si de the forest sector —which are therefore boundto
fal.

Rofessiod excd lencenatters: | hopel havenadeit cl ear thet,
if nywork has any authority, it isthrough cl ose observation of
nany national andlocal ‘leaders’. Sl shouldliketopleadthat
future anards shoul d recogni se that nany such | eaders are
vonen; and i nternati onal work shoul d not shade out grassroots
vork. Leadershipis shared and ari ses fromnany, very rea | ocal
contexts. M early thoughts on using the Queen' s Anard fund
are, therefore, towork wth sonme Conmonweal th traini ng
institutions to pronote excel | ence anong younger foresters
wthintheir local contexts —especialyinunderstandingthebig
picture, instakehol der interactions, andin pol i cy engagenent .

I'll finilshwthastory of four tailorsinonestreet, | et ussay
inPerth. Tines veredifficult, andonetailor thought to put up
asignclamnghewas ‘thebest inPerth'. Inspiredbythis (or
perhaps threatened by it), the next fol | oned wth a board i den
tifyinghimas ‘thebest tailor inAustralia . The third responded
w thabigdisplay claining nothing |l ess than that he was ‘the
best tailor intheworld . If only nany nore of us werelikethe
fourthtailor, whose nodest sign procl ai ned nerel y that he was
‘thebest tailorinthestreet’.

fromSTEPHEN BASS, |1 ED, WK

d RRneet i ng on fundi ng for Sust ai nabl e
Forestry

Near |y a decade ago, the Earth Summ t appeal ed for

i ncreased fundi ng for sustai nabl e forest nanagenent,

particul arly for devel opi ng countries; so far both donestic
and ext ernal responses have been poor.

A FR hel ped advance progress on t he i ssue by conveni ng
aninternational workshop of experts, heldin Gsl o 22-25
January 2001, funded by Norway and t he Uhi t ed Ki ngdom
w t h co-sponsorshi p by Brazil, Denmark, Ml aysi a and
Sout h Africa. The six-country steering committee was
chai red by A FORDeputy D rector General, Mifa Chi pet a.

Seventy experts from40 countri es attended t he neeti ng,

whichwas thethirdinaseries after oneinPetoria (1996)

and i n Croydon, UK (1999). The out cones target

governnments, the private sector andinternati onal bodi es
concerned wi th pronoti ng forest nanagenent and sound
policiesfor it, includingtherecently established Lhited
Nati ons Forumon Forests. Full details are onthe A FOR
websi t e www.cifor.cgiar.org/fsfm/index.htm

Anmong t he key nessages fromGsl o are: the need to pay
attentionto create enabling conditions for investnent,

includingfairer trade and pri ces; reduci ng |l evel s of act ual

and perceived risk to private investors; and decreasi ng
di sincentivesthat rai se operati onal costs and reduce returns,

such as over-regul ation, poor infrastructure and
undevel oped markets. The Gsl o wor kshop al so di scussed
the I nvestrent Pronotion Entity, a newfinanci al

mechani sm proposed at the 1999 neeting, to offer

i nvest ment br oker age services to public and private
investors. Experts proposed further anal ysi s of the concept

whilenot precludingpilot activitiesinthe neantine.

from MAFA CHI PETA,
Cl FOR

omorveal th firefighting mssioninthe
Lhited S ates

I n t he nort hern hem spher e surmer of 2000, the western
Lhited Sates of America experiencedoneof itsworst wld-
fireseasons onrecord. The fire situationwas exacerbat ed by
along periodof drought, severefire weather conditions, and
dry lightning storns that started hundreds of newfires
t hr oughout t he nort hern Rocki es, into sout hern | daho,
Mont ana, Wah, Nevada, and into the S erra- Nevadas. By
lateJuly 2000, thefiresituationintheinterior Vst was so
severe that the USauthorities only had enough resources to
attack aproportionof existingfiresandnewfirestarts. WA
official s calledonsupport fromGanada, Australiaand New
Zeal and t o provi de experi enced fire teaml eaders.

Atotal of 96 trained and experienced fire commanders
and fire support specialists fromAustralian and New
Zeal and (ANZ) fire and forest nanagenent agenci es were
depl oyed inthe Lhited S ates of Anerica over a si x week
period. The Australian contingent were drawn fromstate
agenci es i n Tasnani a, Véstern Austral i a, New Sout h Vdl es
and M ctoria The ANZ taskforce arrived i n Boi se, |daho on
11 August and wer e provi ded w t h a conpr ehensi ve bri ef i ng
at the National Interagency Hre Gentre. Asecond taskf orce
of 15 avi ati on and equi pnent speci al i sts fromAustrali avere
depl oyed to Mntana l ater i n August to take up dutiesin
aeria reconnai ssance and aerial suppressi on.

Fersonnel wereinitially assignedtothreefire conpl exes
i n northwest |daho and Mont ana wi t hi n a radi us of 150 km
of Mssoul a. Throughout their stay, nenbers of the task
force perforned a variety of rolesinincident nanagenent
teans and Area Command. The conpati bi | ity between t he
Incident Gontrol Systens used in Australia, NewZeal and
and the WSensured that ANZ of fi cers were effectively in-
tegratedintothe USfire control organi sati on. Canadi an
firefighters fromOntario, A berta, Saskat chewan and
Mani t oba wer e al so assi gned to fires i n | daho and Mont ana
and wor ked al ongsi de their ANZ counterparts, renew ng
hi stori ¢ bonds anongst several Cormonweal t h nati ons.

The experi ence provi ded a uni que opportunity for ANZ
organi sati ons to benchnark their procedures for forest fire
control and nanagenent, and for i ndi vidual nenbers of the
task forcetodevel optheir expertise and est abl i sh networks
wth counterparts inthe Usand Canada.

A conpr ehensi ve report by R ck Sneeuwj agt (Veéstern
Australia) onthe ANZfire fighting depl oynent tothe USis
avail able ontheweb at http://wwv cal mva. gov. au/ proj ect s/
fires.inusahtnh. Thisreport identifiesthelessons|earned
by t he ANZ t askf orce and nmakes r ecommendat i ons de-
signedtoassist firefightingagenciesinthese countriesto
expl ore newski || s i n conpl ex ener gency nanagenent, and
tonanage futureinternati onal firefighting nissions.

from LACHLAN MCCAW
Manj i mup,
Wistern Australia

Sout hern Afri can Forest ry book

The Southern Aricalnstitute of Foresters (SAF) have pub-
I'i shed a nagni fi cent two vol une book entitled* South Afri -
can Forestry Handbook 2000 . It is 734 pages of i nfornati on,
data, advice and reports prepared by many of the | eaders of
South Africanforestry. Qopies can be obtai ned from Sout h-
ern Aricalnstitute of Foresters, Postnet Suiite 329, Rivate
Bag X64, Menl o Park 0102, South Afri ca.

fromJULI AN EVANS

Varki ng Forests i nthe Tropi cs

February 25-26, 2002-Wr ki ng Forests i nthe Tropi cs: Gon-
servation through Sust ai nabl e Managenent host ed by t he
Lhi versity of Horida/l FAS Shool of Forest Resources and
Conservati on and The Forest Managenent Trust in
Ginesville, Horida. This forumwas created to provi de an
interd sciplinary forumfor shari ng and synt hesi s of sci en-
tific, nmanagenent and pol i cy i nfornation about tropical
forests. Thi s conference was concei ved as a vehicl e for i den
tifying opportunities to nake the products and servi ces
these “worki ng” forests provide appear conpetitivewth
alternativeland use options. The conferencew ! bringto-
get her acadeni ¢ and non-acadenic sci entists (national and
internati onal agencies, N3Dand pri vate sector) and st u-
dentsinterestedintropical forest ecol ogy, conservation,
nanagenent and pol i cy. website: conference.ifas. ufl.edu
tropics/ or contact the Lhiversity of Horida, IFASGfice

from SHARON BORNEMAN,
Lhi versity of Horida



Australian Forestry students at the 16" G|C

Sone 70 forestry students - from
the Australian National Uhiver-
sity, Southern G oss Lhiversity,
and the Lhi versity of Ml bour ne
—participated. They had a num
ber of goals. Australianforestry
student s have pl ayed a strong
roeinthelnternationa Forestry
St udent s Associ ati on over the
past 5years, and the GFCwas an
ideal opportunitytoexpandtheir interactionwthforestry and
forestersinternationally. Asecondgoal wasinteractionwth
Australianforestry professionals. Athirdgoal wastoget the
student bodi es of the three universities, toneet and work

together. Afourth goal was to
t ake advant age of t he conf erence
location, inVestern Australia,
and i ntroduce students to the
richdiversity of forests andfor-
estryinAustralia s southwest cor-
ner. The students conduct ed an
eveni ng di scussi on forum whi ch
sawt he w dest - rangi ng di scus-
sion of the Gnference. The suc-
cess of this forumenphasi zed the reci procal benefits of astrong
student presence at GFAand | FA events.

from PETER KANOWSKI , ANU

Around t he Wr | d

CHOGM

The 2001 Commonweal t h Heads of Gover nnent Meetingis to
beheldinBishane, Austraia, from6to9 Qtober. Theywll con
si der resol utions fromthe 16" Gnmonvweal t h For est ry Qonf er -
ence.

16'" Commonwveal t h For estry Conf erence
recormendat i ons

Recogni si ng —

e gobalisationinpacts ontheforestry sector, but the conse-
quences vary wdely at national andloca |evels;

e national policy requires accountability andtransparency;

e thefutureof forestryliesinthe professionenbraci ng chal -
I enges of sci ence and t echnol ogy, as well as cormuni cating
w th and engagi ngw th al | stakehol ders, in the nanagenent
o faests.

The conf er ence r ecormends: -

To CHOGM

e gveful support for inpl enentati on of | PH | A= proposal s and

action t hrough UNFF;

e support partnershi ps between gover nnent, comunities,

N33 and the pri vat e sector and t he UNFF Qol | abor ati ve Part -

nershi p on Forests;

* reneweffortstoaddressissues of illega |ogging, stakehd der

participationandforest firesthroughexistinginternati onal fora

e support international initiativestoestadlishconparability ad
equi val ence between and nut ual recogni tion of forest nan-
agenent certification schenes.

To Nations, Governnents and civil soci ety

e political debateonforest pdicy shoul drecognizethelinkto
basi ¢ hunan needs, clinat e change and bi odi versity;

e inpursuit of participationinnationa forest planning, shou d
enconpass a W de spect rumof consul tation, support com
nuni ty and parti ci pat ory nanagenent and support part ner-
shi pinresearch between sci enti sts, industry and gover nnent ;

e the econom c envi ronnent shoul d support forestry, pl anta-
tions andindustry i nvest nent and provi de narket based i n-
strunent s whi ch al | owdel i very of goods and servi ces t hat
ensur e opt i numbenefit;

e reformeducationand particul arly continui ng educati on and
ensure accessi bil ity of sinpl e and af f ordabl e t echnol ogy to
al.

e invitethe Gormonveal th Forestry Associ ation, representing
forestryandrel atedinterests throughout the Gormorweal t h,
tobuild linkswth Cormonweal t h gover nnent forestry de-
partnents and recei ve financia support:- to expand i nfor na-
tionsharing, facilitate professiona exchange progranmes and
support conti nui ng prof essi onal devel opnent. Thisis seenas
aninportant way tostrengthen forestry and rel at ed prof es-
si onal s t hroughout t he Cormonweal t h.

Tothe Internationa Comunity

e gveatentiontothe needs of snall island devel opi ng states
and snal | nations, takingaccount of thediversitythat for-
estry entraces, wthsensitivity toloca concerns, ind genous
know edge and conpet ence;

e through NFFtoexpl orethe actual inpact of forestryinstru
nents onloca forestry practice;

e pronateaccessibilityfor al toreiddeinfornation asthrough
| UFR3s gl obal i nfornation servi ce.

To the Standi ng Cormi tt ee on Comrmonweal t h Forestry

o future & toinvol ve conmunity and ot her interest groups
and ot her prof essi onal s i nthe programme;

e involvethe student coomunity and link tohost country pro-
fessi ondl organi zati ons.

WNAgenci es col | aborating onforest s

The @l | aborati ve Part nershi p on Forests (GFF) was est abl i shed
at itsinaugural neetingon4-5April 2001inFone. Its establish
nent fol | oned t he recormendati on of the Econonic and Soci al
Gounci | of the Lhited Nations (EQCBAD and was based on t he
experience of the high-level, infornal |Interagency Task Force on
Forests (I TH) duringthelast six years. Theinitial nentership of
t he CPF conpri ses

e Scretariat of the GnventiononB ol ogica Dversity ((BD;

e Qnter for International Forestry Research (AFR;

e Departnent of Economic and Social Affairs of the Lhited
Nations Secretariat (OB

* Food and Agricul ture Qgani zati on of the Lhited Nations
(FAO;

* International Tropica Tinber Oganization (1TTO;

 lhited Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP);

 Uhited Nati ons Envi ronnent Progranme (UNEP);

*  Wrld Bank

The Secretariats of the Gnventionto Gontat Desertification
(QXD), the Whited Nati ons Franmewor k Gonvention on A i nat e
Change (FAX) and the G obal BEnvironnental Facility (G&) have
beeninvitedtojointhe Gk

The mssi on of the GPFistosupport the work of the UNFo-
rumon Forests (UNFF) in the pronotion of the nanagenent,
conservat i on and sust ai nabl e devel opnent of al | types of forests
andinthe strengthening of politica conmtnent tothis end.

The naj or tasks of the PFareto contributeto the devel op-
nent and i npl enent at i on of the UNFF A an of Actionandto as-
sist the UNFFin nonitoring, assessnent and reporting on
progress tovar ds t he achi evenent of the obj ecti ves of the UNFF,
inparticu ar, ontheinpl enentation of the | FH | F-proposal s for
action

fromTI | NA VAHANEN,
UNFF

The (FA Regi onal Avar ds For Excel | ence

Regional awards were presented at CFC by the President of CFA, HE Mr Jimmy Aggrey-Orleans.

Astheframework of the Commonwealth Forestry Association now consists of 6 regionsthroughout theworld, regional recognition
for outstanding foresters can be realised by means of awards known as Commonwealth Forestry Association regional awards for
excellence. These awards commenced in 1998 and for the year 2001 there are 5 awardees.

% D Fank MK nnel | of Wéstern Austral i awhose professi onal forestry career has enconpassed out st andi ng donesti ¢ and | nt er na-
tional Forest research.

% M Gbriel Samol of Papa NewGii nea vhose prof essi onal career has illustrated his conmitnent to sustai nabl e forest nanage-
nent and parti cul ar concerns for those who' s |i ves depend onforestry activity.

% M SephenMdgleyisanAustralianwhoisinGnberrawththe C3 ROD visionof Forestry &Forest Products. Heis an out st and-
ing and w del y respect ed researcher inTree speciesinAustraliaand South East Asi a

< M Qlin Sobotaworks for the Forestry Gonmissi on of Geat Britain. Hs najor contributi onto a Hinan Resour ce Pr ogr anme,
vhi ch sawthe nerger of thetraditional bluecollar andwhite col lar staff groupsintothe unifiedworkforce, has hel ped pave the
vay for inportant cul tural change t hroughout the Forestry Gonmissi on.

< D AfredLleslievhois|ocatedinNewZeal and has had a great and beneficial and far reachi nginfluence onforestry studentsin

Austral asiaand Aricaand heis well known as an outstandi ng | eader inwvorldforest policy. Breryoneinforestry gl obal |y woul d
have the varnest feelingsfor Af upon hisreceivingthisrecognitionof hisstanding.

Gabri el Sanol Golin Sabota and HE M Ji my Aggrey- O | eans

St ephen M dgl ey and HE M Ji nmy Aggrey- Ol eans Af Leslie



Forestry Sector inShall Sates and | sl and Nat i ons

\Wr kshop parti ci pants

CFA, with the support of the Commonweal th Foundati on,
organi sed a one- day workshop, at GG on the | ssues Faci ng t he
Forestry Sector in S| Sates and | sl and Nati ons of the Com
nonweal t h.

The obj ective was to bring toget her participants fromsnal |
states andislands toidentify cormon probl ens and chal | enges
and expl ore possi bl e sol utions, includingthe potentia ral e of
the Cormonvweal th Forestry Associ ation (G-4). Al the confer-
ence partici pants who recei ved sponsor shi p fromWK DH D,
Canadi an A DA and t he Conmonweal t h Foundat i on at t ended,
al ong wi th a good nuniper of ot hers.

The work of M's Mchel | e Brooks, in handl i ng sponsor shi p
and M Keith Jeddere-H sher, inpreparingthis neeting, isgrate
fully acknow edged.

H s Excel | ency Ji my Aggrey- Ol eans, President of the
CFA opened t he wor kshop and Prof. Peter Kanowski, of the
Australian National Lhiversity, set the backgroundfor the day’' s
di scussi ons, presenting el enents of successful policy processes.
Three worki ng groups set out toidentifyissuesinsnall states
and i sl ands under three categories: chal | enges faci ng prof es-
sional foresters; policy issues affectingforests and wood ands;
techni cal constraints. F ndi ngs were presented and furt her
group work | ooked for sol utions totheissues andinparticul ar
vhat rol e the CFAnmay have i n supporting forestry and t hose
vorkinginthe sector inthese snal | nations. The officia report
w || be publi shed by GFAshortly.

Summ ng up

Thi s wor kshop provi ded a good opportunity to hear broad
based vi ews on forestry i ssues as it brought together aw de
section of the Cormonweal th commnity. Professor Peter
Kanowski (ANJ stinul ated the first session by di scussi ng

Pol i cy i ssues

Forest Policy Inflationand Gipacity @l | apse. Research by |1 ED
indicatedthat forest policy coul dnot progress unl ess there vere
sore common el enent s i ncl udi ng parti ci patory processes
whi ch engaged ci vi| society, that there were agreed goal s on
vhat forests shoul d be nanaged for, that prioritieswereset to
address these goal s, that therewas extra-sectoral engagenent,
devol ution of power, nonitoring and information sharing and
denocr acy of know edge.

I'nthe group sessi ons, whi chdealt wthtechnical constraints
andpaicyissues affectingforesters andforests, it was cl ear that
the partici pating countries shared nany concerns. Tenure i s-
sues, difficultiesininpl enentingpolicies, policy-naki ng under
pressure vere donor driven, i ssueswth participation, conflict-
ing land use, |ack of hunan resources, |ack of funds, |ack of
appropriateinfornation, politica hurd es andforest revenue
not being returned back tothe forestry sector for sector devel -
opnent were just afewof the pointsthat werediscussedinthis
Sessi n

Inthelast session, whichaddressedthetopicof * Hwcou d
t he Cormonweal t h Forestry Associ ation assi st in bridging
sone of the gaps affecting forestry inthe Gonmonveal th Sl |
I'sland and Gountries’, sone persons felt that the GFAcoul d:
« playafacilitatingra e between fundi ng agenci es and practi -

tiaes;

e stimlateinteraction through arrangi ng conferences, work-
shops;

e set upaForestry Gmonweal thinstitute for the delivery of
continuing forestry education;

e support infornation and communi cation by suchinitiatives
ascreatinglinkagesviatheinternet (chat groups etc), placing

publ i cati ons onthe web et c.

from RAQUEL THOVAS, | WOKRAMA, Cuyana

Chal | enges faci ng prof essi onal s

Techni cal constraints

Forest Tenure And The Dom nance O A d Agenci es | n PNG

Papua NewQuineais a country whichrelies on Foreign Ad
as i n many devel opi ng countries. Foreign ai d shoul d be
provi ded to assi st countries inovercomngtheir debt bur-
dens and torelieve the pressure onthe budget and al | ow
expendi tures for naj or proj ect devel opnents. Success and
failure of the donor assi stance for these proj ects are depen
dent onthe quality of the design, pl anni ng and i npl enen-
tationandrely onthe process of consul tati on and partner-
shi p arrangenent i nvol vi ng bot h t he donor and t he reci pi -
ent country alike. The know edge about theintricate | and
tenure arrangenent s entw ned w t hi n t he gover nnent ad-
mnistrativeand|ega systens andthe socia val ues of the
communi ty i s of paranount i nportance.

Successisnot anissueinthisrespect, but failureis. In
nost cases failure may be attributedto | ack of advance
consul tation and | ack of under st andi ng of the cul ture and
local situationaf agivencountry. For exanpl e, i n Papua New
Qi nea, likeinother Ml anesian countries, | ack of conpre-
hensi on by t he Donor agenci es of the | ocal |and tenure
concept, enbedded i nthe Forestry and Lands | egi sl ati ve
franework, does result inthe fundi ng of programmes whi ch
arenot sustai nabl e.

Landowner s do have much to gai n fromtheir | and and
at thesanetine havealot tocontribute in decisi on naki ng.
The pol i ci es drawn up by donor agenci es, often are not
conpati blewththelocal andthe national goal s and obj ec-
tives. For instance the policy franework of the Donorsis
oriented gl obal ly andtends to cl assify i ssues at a broader
scal e and not specificallytothe needs interns of the
econony, environnent and t he peopl e | ocal | y.

Qupledwththis, isthelack of trust of the gover nnent
systens and processes, sothat Donors tendtow el d proj ect
desi gns and concept s over the governnent to be i npl e-
nent ed w t hout havi ng ef fecti ve consul tation. Eventothe
extent of hiringproject consul tants who seemto havelittle
or no background i n what they are doi ng. And who, if they
do posses t he ski |l | s and backgr ound, sonehowtendto “i n-
vent newwheel s” al ong the process purely for their sel f
ineest.

The situationis gloony for PNGwhen t he | and owner s
are t he deci si on nakers on howt heir forest can be nanaged.
Wiet her it be the Nati onal Gover nnent, Non Gover nnent al

Q gani sati ons or the Donor agenci es who dr eamup new
policiesof Gobalisingtheforestsintheworld, weredoland
tenur e syst ens such as those of Ml anesiaconeinto play
in“Gobal Forestry M11age” concept and Sust ai nabl e For est
Minagenent ? A the end of theday it i s thelandowers who
wll decidethefateof thefutureof their forests, whether it
be for conservation or for econom c devel opnent .

InPNG as inother | ess devel oped countries, wth a
fallingecononc situationandthe bul k of the popul ationin
therura forest richareas, thelikely scenariofor thel and
owersistoconvert theforest tononetary benefitsandinfra
structural devel opnent. The chal | enge for the Donor Agen-
cies, N@> and t he Gvernnent, is towork in harnony and
tostriketheright bal anceinthe context of FAMfor thesel ess
devel oped and poor | andowners who arerichinforest re-
sources i n Ml anesi a.

fromMARTI N GOLMAN, Forest Authority PNG

Sol utions —therol e of GFA



